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and its ultimate subdivision, the income from this source would
tend to decline. An increase in population need not mean a
corresponding increase of jajmans. It is really the number of
houses or, to be more precise, the number of latrines, that deter-
mines the1 income from this source. Moreover, if new houses
are springing up, new Bhangi families are also coming up from
the rural areas. Thus the only way by which all of them can
increase their incomes is by demanding an increment or an
allowance from the local bodies.

But these facts alone cannot account for strikes. Their con-
dition has been unsatisfactory for very many years but it is only
recently that they have become conscious of their plight and of
the possibility of improving it through the agency of strikes. It
is the active propaganda carried on by educated men of other
castes and religions that is responsible for this consciousness of
Bhangis.

The atmosphere too is congenial, thanks to the partly awake-
ned conscience of high caste Hindus who would much rather
tolerate, nay sympathize with attempts to raise the wages than
go the whole hog and abolish caste distinctions.

Demands

A fairly comprehensive list of the demands that are being
put forward by Bhangis is given at the end of this note. It
ranges from 'increase in pay' to 'recognition of Union'. Usually
only a few of these items are included in the list though at times
these may be quite elaborate. The demand that figures promi-
nently in every list is the one relating to increase of pay or
grant of an allowance. The items marked with an asterisk are
recent additions to the list. For instance, even in Calcutta the
demand for maternity benefit occurred for the first time in con-
nexion with the strike of Corporation scavengers in December
1933. One of the latest additions to the list is the demand for
recognition of their Unions. But it is doubtful whether the
average sweeper in Calcutta understands or appreciates the
de'mands marked with an asterisk; in upcountry places the
Bhangis may not have heard of such things. Any way, the list
is an index not of the political consciousness of the average
Bhangi but that of the person who works among them.